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Although it was a freezing winter in Beijing, both in terms of the weather and the general media climate, I felt blessed to have done my internship at the Voice of America Beijing Bureau.
 
The first few days I was asked to check various contact lists, erase tapes, and transcribe expert interviews. But as days went by, I was able to do more journalism-related work such as researching subjects such as coal, bamboo and the Long March.
 
One of the things that interested me most during my internship was to scout out newsy topics from various citizen petitioners, who came to us via telephone, fax or mail. They claimed their human rights had been infringed because their sons had been detained and killed. They wanted to tell their story to the foreign media because they said they got nowhere with the local authorities or judicial system.
 
I got the chance to follow the TV team to interview an expert on China-US relations, and to see how the professionals put into practice all the skills we had learnt in our TV Production class. We also had budget meetings similar to those we’d had in the advanced writing class. 

One thing that benefited me most was to follow the whole process of filing reports, starting from comprehensive research, featuring substantive interviews and finding convincing data as backup. Another thing that I observed during the internship is that journalists work around-the-clock and once there is breaking news, it’s all go. 

During my internship there was the trial of a famous Chinese dissent, Liu Xiaobo, and our TV team went to the court to do vox pops and real-time coverage. Although I wasn't with the team, I heard from our assistant that our camera crew were nearly beaten up by the police. It made me realize that journalism in mainland China can be dangerous. On a happier note, I was asked to do a voice-over for this piece, using the skills learnt in my on-line journalism class.
 
This internship enabled me to see firsthand how a foreign bureau operates in mainland China, and put what I learnt at the JMSC into practice. 

